Trademark and Unfair Comptition Law
Tuesdays & Thursdays, 1:55-3:20
Professor Rebecca Tushnet
Office: Room 570
Office Hours: Tuesday 4-5 or Tuesdays and Thursdays by appointment (best made by using rlt26@law.georgetown.edu)
Text: Jane C. Ginsburg et al., Trademark and Unfair Competition Law, and its Case Supplement and Statutory Appendix (Supp.)

Reading the prelude is an interesting but not required introduction to the law of trademark and unfair competition.

Jan. 17
Introduction: Competition: Ch. 1, pp. 31-44

Jan. 19
Introduction: Trademark: Ch. 1, pp. 44-82; Supp. pp. 1-3 sec. B (after p. 65 and p. 70 in the main text)
Jan. 24
Subject Matter of Trademark Protection: Ch. 2, pp. 83-92; Supp. pp. 4-6; Ch. 2 pp. 96-108

Jan. 26
Distinctiveness: Ch. 2, pp. 108-16; Supp. pp. 6-9; Ch. 2 pp. 116-25; Supp. pp. 9-12; Ch. 2. pp. 125-33

Jan. 31
Use in Commerce: Ch. 3, pp. 134-51; Supp. pp. 13-29
Feb. 2
Ownership and Priority: Ch. 3, pp. 155-73; Supp. pp. 40-47; Ch. 3 pp. 173-88; Supp. pp. 47-51; Ch. 3 pp. 188-90 (note very important correction to Dawn Donuts on p. 51 of the Supplement)
Feb. 7
Priority and Intent to Use: Ch. 3, pp. 191-97; Supp. p. 53; Ch. 3, pp. 197-213
Feb. 9
Registration: Ch. 4, pp. 214-25; Supp. pp. 55-56; Ch. 4, pp. 225-31; Supp. pp. 57-75; Ch. 4, pp. 249-52

Feb. 14
Registration, continued: Ch. 4, pp. 252-77; Supp. pp. 75-82
Feb. 16
Registration, continued and Intro to Genericity: Ch. 4, pp. 281-296; Supp. pp. 83-84; Ch. 4, pp. 296-307; Ch. 5, pp. 312-28 (not as bad as it looks; there are many, many pictures)
Feb. 21
Genericity: Ch. 5, pp. 328-46, Supp. pp. 85-90; Ch. 5, pp. 346-53; Supp. pp. 92-93; Ch. 5, pp. 353-55
Feb. 28
Abandonment: Ch. 5, pp. 356-63; Supp. pp. 94-96; Ch. 5, pp. 363-74; Supp. 97-102; Ch. 5 pp. 374-89
Mar. 2 
Infringement: Likely Confusion: Ch. 6, pp. 391-93, pp. 395-416 (skip Nabisco); Supp. pp. 103-06
Mar. 14
Likely Confusion, continued: Ch. 6, pp. 416-24 (skip discussion of New York Stock Exchange v. New York, New York Hotel and Note on “What Are Infringing Uses?” on pp. 420-21); Supp. pp. 106-08; Ch. 6, pp. 424-38; Supp. pp. 108-17; Ch. 6, pp. 438-40
Mar. 16
Secondary Confusion, Reverse Confusion, and Contributory Liability: Ch. 6, pp. 440-54; Supp. pp. 117-19; Ch. 6, pp. 454-74
Mar. 21
Statutory Defenses/Incontestability: Ch. 6, pp. 474-96; Supp. pp. 120-26
Mar. 23
False Designation of Origin: 15 U.S.C. § 1125(a)(1)(A) on p. 504; Supp. pp. 127-28; Ch. 7, pp. 504-33; Supp. pp. 130-32
Mar. 28
False Designation of Origin, continued: Ch. 7, pp. 534-53; Supp. pp. 135-39; Ch. 7, pp. 555-68
Mar. 30
Comparative Advertising & the Right of Attribution: Ch. 8, pp. 569-83; Ch. 9, pp. 618-22; Supp. pp. 159-69
Apr. 4
The Right of Publicity: Ch. 9, pp. 642-76
Apr. 6
The Right of Publicity, continued: Supp. pp. 169-81; Ch. 9, pp. 676-85; Supp. pp. 181-93; Ch. 9, pp. 685-88
Apr. 11
Dilution: Ch. 10, pp. 689-714; pp. 719-24; Supp. pp. 195-205
Apr. 13
Dilution, continued: Ch. 10, pp. 737-39; Supp. pp. 205-10; Ch. 10, pp. 739-61 (stop reading Nabisco after the first paragraph on 761)
Apr. 18
Trademarks as Speech: Referential Uses: Ch. 12, pp. 830-51; Supp. pp. 239-49; Ch. 12, pp. 851-60
Apr. 20
Trademarks as Speech: Promotional Goods & Parody: Ch. 12 pp. 860-74; Supp. pp. 251-52; Ch. 12 pp. 874-93; Supp. pp. 252-65
Apr. 25
Trademarks as Speech: Ch. 12, pp. 902-25; Supp. pp. 270-75; Ch. 12, pp. 925-32; Supp. pp. 282-87; Ch. 12, p. 937
Apr. 27
Remedies: Ch. 13, pp. 938-51, 956-63


Recommended reading (on library reserve): Lawrence Block, “Batman’s Helpers”
