Copyright Syllabus


Copyright Law
Tuesdays & Thursdays, 1:55-3:20
Professor Rebecca Tushnet
Office: Room 570
Office Hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays 12 noon-1:30 or by appointment (best made by using rlt26@law.georgetown.edu)
Text: Cohen et al., Copyright in a Global Information Economy, and its Statutory Supplement 
This class makes extensive use of images and sounds.  In many instances, Powerpoint slides are part of the assignment.  They have pictures of relevant material.  Please review them before class; they can be very helpful in understanding the cases.  The Courseware site has the slides.  The password is “copyright.”

I will also occasionally ask you to listen to music before class.  

If you have any difficulty perceiving any of the materials, you may contact Marianne Huger, the Disability Services Coordinator in the Office of Disability Services, for assistance.
All classes will be recorded and available for review.  This is not a substitute for attendance; if I notice attendance problems, I may contact you and/or penalize your grade.

Optional: CALI lessons on appropriate subjects.  In general, CALI lessons are useful for review, but if you are confident on a particular subject, they will probably not add much value.  I would suggest trying one or two at some point in the course, especially to be reminded to read the statute.  

Unit I: Fundamentals of Copyright Protection

Jan. 15
History and Theory, pp. 5-42 (skip table pp. 28-29)
Jan. 17
Fixation; Originality, pp. 45-72; Class 2 Powerpoint
Optional: CALI lesson: Fixation, http://www2.cali.org/index.php?fuseaction=lessons.lessondetail&lid=827 
Jan. 22
The Idea/Expression Dichotomy, pp. 72-90; Class 3 Powerpoint
Jan. 24
Derivative Works and Compilations: pp. 90-110; Class 4 Powerpoint

Optional: CALI Lesson, Compilations, http://www2.cali.org/index.php?fuseaction=lessons.lessondetail&lid=828

Optional: CALI Lesson, the Adaptation Right, http://www2.cali.org/index.php?fuseaction=lessons.lessondetail&lid=854

Jan. 29
Who Is an Author?, pp. 110-38

Optional: CALI Lesson, Joint Works, http://www2.cali.org/index.php?fuseaction=lessons.lessondetail&lid=836

Optional: CALI Lesson, Works for Hire, http://www2.cali.org/index.php?fuseaction=lessons.lessondetail&lid=838

Jan. 31
Formalities and Duration, pp. 139-69

Optional: CALI Lesson, Notice and Registration, http://www2.cali.org/index.php?fuseaction=lessons.lessondetail&lid=847
Feb. 5
Renewals and Termination of Transfers, pp. 169-82, 198-207
Feb. 7
Useful Articles, pp. 209-35, Supp. 357-58; Class 8 Powerpoint
Feb. 12
Finish up Useful Articles; Characters, pp. 280-90; Class 9 Powerpoint
Feb. 14
Databases, pp. 290-310
Unit II: Infringement of Exclusive Rights

Feb. 26
Infringement & Reproduction, Part 1, pp. 313-36; Class 11 Powerpoint

Note: the link to the Music Plagiarism Project is available on TWEN

Optional: CALI Lesson, A Primer on Copyright Infringement, http://www2.cali.org/index.php?fuseaction=lessons.lessondetail&lid=849

Feb. 28
Reproduction, Part 2, pp. 336-64; Class 12 Powerpoint
Mar. 11
Distribution and Derivative Works, Part 1, pp. 365-77, Supp. p. 364 (paragraph about Page 374), pp. 385-96
Mar. 13
Derivative Works, Part 2, and Moral Rights, pp. 396-415 (read introductory note on VARA, but not the cases), pp. 423-26; Class 14 Powerpoint

Optional, if you didn’t do it earlier: CALI Lesson, the Adaptation Right, http://www2.cali.org/index.php?fuseaction=lessons.lessondetail&lid=854
Mar. 18
Public Performance and Public Display, pp. 426-43; Supp. pp. 365-70; Class 15 Powerpoint

Optional: CALI Lesson, Rights of Public Performance and Display, http://www2.cali.org/index.php?fuseaction=lessons.lessondetail&lid=833

Mar. 20
The Case of the Music Industry, pp. 443-72, Supp. p. 370

Optional: CALI Lesson, Copyrights in Sound Recordings, http://www2.cali.org/index.php?fuseaction=lessons.lessondetail&lid=851

Mar. 25
Types of Infringement: Direct, Vicarious/Contributory, and Devices, pp. 473-87, Supp. pp. 371-72, pp. 487-501; Class 17 Powerpoint

Optional: CALI Lesson, Contributory and Vicarious Liability, http://www2.cali.org/index.php?fuseaction=lessons.lessondetail&lid=839
Mar. 27
Service Provider Liability and Criminal Infringement, pp. 501-23; Supp. pp. 372-74
Apr. 1
Fair Use, Comparatively and in Culture, Part 1, pp. 525-48; Class 19 Powerpoint
Apr. 3
Fair Use in Culture, Part 2, and Technology, pp. 548-56, Supp. pp. 375-80, pp. 556-73, Supp. pp. 380-84; Class 20 Powerpoint

Optional: CALI Lesson, Fair Use and Parody, http://www2.cali.org/index.php?fuseaction=lessons.lessondetail&lid=850

Apr. 8
Fair Use as Market Failure/Productive Consumption, pp. 576-602

Optional: CALI Lesson, Fundamentals of Fair Use, http://www2.cali.org/index.php?fuseaction=lessons.lessondetail&lid=848

Unit III: Copyright and the Overall Litigation Context 

Apr. 10
Technological Protections, pp. 603-23; Supp. pp. 385-86; text pp. 623-27

Recommended browsing: The Gallery of DeCSS Descramblers, http://www.cs.cmu.edu/~dst/DeCSS/Gallery/
Apr. 15
Technological Protections, pp. 627-43; Supp. pp. 387-91; text pp. 643-47
Apr. 17
Preemption: Overview; Express Preemption, pp. 649-76; Class 24 Powerpoint
Apr. 22
Preemption: The Right of Publicity; Contracts, pp. 676-88, 699-718; Class 25 Powerpoint
Apr. 24
The Infringement Lawsuit: Limitations, Standing, Injunctions, Damages and Profits, Statutory Damages, pp. 744-48, 768-80, 788-94

Recommended reading (on library reserve): Lawrence Block, “Batman’s Helpers”

Optional: CALI Lesson, A Copyright Primer, http://www2.cali.org/index.php?fuseaction=lessons.lessondetail&lid=554 for review
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